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Domain 1.
Content and Essential Skills
Social studies teachers understand and apply essential skills, central concepts and tools of inquiry in their subject matter or field by:
A. Exhibiting a broad and current knowledge of history and social studies as described in the National Standards for Social Studies Teachers (from the National Council for the Social Studies), the Connecticut Social Studies Framework, and local curriculum standards, including:

· Significant events, people, and places in World History, United States History and Connecticut History;
· World and United States Geography, including its impact on peoples, places, and environments;
· Economics, including local, regional, and global dependence and interdependence on resources, production, distribution, and consumption;
· Government and Civic Responsibility;
· Culture, including Social Systems, Institutions, and the Individual.
B. Demonstrating deep understanding of historical and social studies themes and concepts, including: 
· Connections between past and present events;
· The impact of human movement over time and place;
· Interactions between humans and their environments;
· The distribution of power and authority;
· Diversity and globalization;
· The impact of science and technological advances on individuals and society.
C. Demonstrating competency in essential social studies skills, including: analyzing primary resources, distinguishing fact and opinion, understanding perspective, and drawing and supporting conclusions with relevant facts and ideas;
D. Understanding relevant connections among the social studies content domains, as well as between social studies and other academic disciplines.
In addition, please refer to the CCT Foundational Skills in Domain 1.

Domain 2.
Classroom Environment, Student Engagement and Commitment to Learning
Social studies teachers promote student engagement, independence and interdependence in learning by facilitating a positive learning community by:

A. Assisting students in developing empathy by helping them to make personal connections, both to past and contemporary people and events;

B. Fostering in students the ability to promote the common good as active citizens in a culturally diverse, democratic society;

C. Encouraging students to value diversity, think critically, exchange ideas, and take intellectual risks;
D. Fostering in students an awareness of and interest in current local, national, and world events, and the development of the global understandings students need to function in an interdependent world.

In addition, please refer to the CCT Foundational Skills in Domain 2.
Domain 3.
Planning for Active Learning

Social studies teachers plan instruction in order to engage students in rigorous and relevant learning and to promote their curiosity about the world at large by:
A. Identifying students’ prior history and social studies knowledge, interests, skill levels, and conceptual understandings, as well as their personal backgrounds and interests, and using this information to select appropriate resources, materials, and activities, including making personal and culturally relevant connections, wherever possible;
B. Creating opportunities for students to examine and engage in discourse about new history and social studies learning with previous learning and with their own lives, culture and family histories;
C. Selecting a variety of primary and secondary resources reflecting diverse perspectives that encourage students to think critically about history and social studies concepts and topics, and their applications in different contexts;
D. Incorporating age- and skill-level appropriate tools and support to help students construct meaning from primary and secondary historical sources and to communicate their  resulting conclusions through multiple means and media;
E. Constructing opportunities for intra- and inter-disciplinary connections that allow students to apply their history and social studies learning and understandings in a broader context.
In addition, please refer to the CCT Foundational Skills in Domain 3.
Domain 4.
Instruction for Active Learning

Social studies teachers implement instruction in order to engage students in rigorous and relevant learning and to promote their curiosity about the world at large by:
A. Providing opportunities for students to make connections with their instruction and inter- and intra-disciplinary topics, current world, national and local events, and their personal lives and community;
B. Providing students opportunities for developing and refining essential social studies skills, including:
B.1. Providing students multiple and varied opportunities to understand, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information representing multiple perspectives about World, U.S., and local history, geography, economics, government, culture, social systems, and the individual;
B.2. Engaging students in inquiry-based learning activities in which they investigate essential social studies questions and justify and present conclusions supported by relevant evidence from multiple sources;
B.3. Engaging students in conducting relevant research on social studies issues, including locating, evaluating, and using reliable and authoritative resources;
B.4. Engaging students in the development of social studies literacy using verbal, visual and digital text;
B.5. Engaging students in analyzing primary and secondary sources to detect bias and evaluate reliability;
B.6. Engaging students in discourse involving the exchange of reasoned arguments based on multiple viewpoints related to historical, contemporary, and/or controversial issues.
C. Encouraging respect for diverse opinions and backgrounds at the local (e.g., classroom, school, community), national and global levels.
D. Promoting civic competence at the community, state, national and global levels;
In addition, please refer to the CCT Foundational Skills in Domain 4.
Domain 5.
Assessment of Learning
Social studies teachers use multiple measures to analyze student performance and to inform subsequent planning and instruction by:
A. Providing students multiple and varied opportunities and means to demonstrate history and social studies knowledge, conceptual understandings, and essential social studies skills; 

B. Creating and implementing assessment tools, including rubrics, which are designed to evaluate factual accuracy, thematic and conceptual understandings, and the development of essential social studies skills;
C. Using feedback opportunities to help students further understand and reflect on social studies content and concepts, make additional connections across time, topics, and disciplines, and refine their effectiveness in using essential social studies skills.

In addition, please refer to the CCT Foundational Skills in Domain 5.
Domain 6.
Professional Responsibilities and Teacher Leadership
Social studies teachers maximize support for student learning by developing and demonstrating professionalism, collaboration with others and leadership by:
A. Helping students to recognize how an individual’s biases, culture, and subjectivity may influence teaching and learning;

B. Maintaining a current understanding of local, national, and world events; 

C. Staying abreast of current research in history and social studies teaching and learning strategies;
D. Participating in decisions regarding the curriculum and the allocation of resources. 

In addition, please refer to the CCT Foundational Skills in Domain 6.
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