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Writing Our Constitution: At Various Grade Levels 

During this workshop participants take part in a debate at a mock Constitutional Convention, playing the roles of actual delegates while 

acting the parts of elementary, middle, and high school students.  Participants will debate the issue of dividing power between the 

national and state governments and whether states should have equal or proportional representation.  Handouts provide materials from 

a Constitutional Convention unit which teachers can use in their classrooms.   

Presenter: Thomas Ladenburg, Brookline High School, Brookline, MA 

 

Infusing Connecticut History into the Teaching of United States History 

Participants in this workshop will discuss how the teaching of Connecticut history will greatly enhance the teaching of United States 

history at the middle school and high school levels.  The Connecticut Humanities Council is spearheading a major effort to provide 

teachers with materials to teach Connecticut history in their regular U.S. history classes: primary source materials and other resources 

from that project will be shared at this workshop. 

Presenters: Stuart Parnes, Executive Director, Connecticut Humanities Council;  

Bruce Reinholdt, Connecticut Humanities Council 

 

Woody Guthrie and His “Children”: Politically-Conscious Music in the Twentieth and Twenty-First Centuries 

Woody Guthrie is often considered the “father” of American socially-conscious music, and countless other singers have followed him in 

singing songs decrying oppression and greed.  Participants in this session will listen to and analyze socially-conscious songs by Woody 

Guthrie and of those that followed him: Pete Seeger, Bob Dylan, Bruce Springsteen, Steve Earle, Ani DiFranco, and others.  Lyrics will 

be provided, and a broader discussion on the impact of music on American culture will also take place. 

Presenter: Steve Armstrong, West Hartford, CT Public Schools, Vice-President, National Council for the Social Studies 

Hateful Things: Educational Uses for Racist Artifacts 
On March 29, 2012, the Mark Twain House & Museum in Hartford, CT will open Hateful Things, a provocative exhibition on loan from 
the Jim Crow Museum of Racist Memorabilia housed at Ferris State University.  This exhibition runs through Labor Day, and a 
companion exhibition on the evolution of Mark Twain’s views on race called A Sound Heart and a Deformed Conscience will also be on 
display.  The purpose of these two exhibitions is to educate the public about the enduring power of imagery to perpetuate racism, and 
to examine the life of Mark Twain as an American whose youth was steeped in the racist traditions of the antebellum South, but whose 
maturation coincided with Emancipation and an increasingly progressive attitude concerning racial equality that was nurtured by his 
long residency in the North.  During this workshop, artifacts from these exhibitions will be presented and discussed along with ways in 
which a class field trip and/or student use of the exhibition’s corresponding website can be crafted into a valuable learning experience 
that underscores the enduring legacy of racial stereotypes and promotes greater racial tolerance. 
Presenter: Craig Hotchkiss, Mark Twain House and Museum, Hartford, CT 

 

Hands-on History at Old Sturbridge Village 
Make history meaningful using hands-on learning to teach about the past while making connections to the present. Participate in two 
thematic activities at Old Sturbridge Village to get a taste of what it was like to live in the early 1800s in rural New England. Use 
reproductions of artifacts to create a period object and make connections to state frameworks. Choose from processing wool, making 
remedies, hearth cooking, or farm activities. Spend the rest of the day exploring the village. 
Presenters: Members of the Old Sturbridge Village Education Staff, Sturbridge, MA 
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Teaching the Arab-Israeli Conflict and the Peace Process 

During this workshop participants will get tools and tips for teaching major historical developments in the Arab-Israeli conflict, including 

previous successes in the peace process and current issues to be negotiated.  Participants will receive a resource packet with detailed 

lesson plans and student materials. 

Presenter:  Ben Chaika, Institute for Curriculum Services, San Francisco, CA 

 

 

Turning a Blind Eye 

Our economic and political circumstances, as interpreted by opinion makers of our time, can shape our responses to world events, 

even genocide.  Case study: by Stalin’s decrees, the Ukrainian famine of 1932-33, or Holodomor, claimed millions of lives, while the 

world bought grain expropriated from the starving farmers.  How can we prioritize human rights?  How do we make ourselves less 

vulnerable to propaganda and media manipulation in the twenty-first century?  In an interactive environment, learn about the 

Holodomor and critically analyze and consider alternative responses to that event, mass famine in Mao’s China and current examples 

of genocide in Darfur and Chechnya.  

Presenters: Lana Babij, University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT;  

Lidia Chomas, New Haven, CT public schools (retired);  

Borys Krupa, Avon High School, Avon, CT (retired) 

 

Culturally Responsive Curriculum: Supporting the Growth of Globally Conscious Youth 

Using the “Celebrating Human Creativity” educational framework, this clinic explores complex issues related to understanding and 

creating a global community.  The process begins with self-reflection, moves through stages of analytical examination of different 

facets of communication, and ends with creative presentations of new understanding.  Various methods and materials for integrating 

deep reflection on topics such as communication styles, perceptions versus reality, and relation-building into existent curriculum will be 

modeled.   

Presenters:  Laura Val, Celebrating Human Creativity, Portland, ME;  

Gretchen McNulty, Cape Elizabeth High School, Cape Elizabeth, ME 

 

Bridging the Gap: Cross-Cultural Connections with Korea 

This presentation explores Korean history, culture, and society and demonstrates methods for integrating Korea into the study of world 

history at the secondary level.  The presentation will provide social studies teachers with usable lesson plans and activities that focus 

specifically on bridging the gap between cultures and expose interested teachers to the opportunities for travel and study provided by 

the Korea Society.  The presentation emerges from teacher experiences on the 2011 Korea Society Summer Fellowship.   

Presenters:  Katherine Murphy, Lexington High School, Lexington, MA;   

Brian Cushing, Lake Region Hall School, Naples, ME 

 

Teaching Current Events by Playing the Newsgame 

Current events is a vital part of social studies that is either omitted or taught in the traditional ineffective way of students cutting out 

news articles and reporting the article to the class.  My Newsgame is a much more successful way to have students learn about current 

events. 

Presenter:  Rob Miller, Baker School, Chestnut Hill, MA (retired) 

 

Learning Social Studies Content Through Songs 

Songwriting is an interactive way for students to learn and review social studies content.  This clinic trains teachers to use a songwriting 

activity based on social studies frameworks.  The process of writing educational songs and creating song videos will be demonstrated 

during the first half hour of the workshop.  During the remaining ninety minutes participants develop ideas for their own songs based on 

specific content interests. 

Presenter:  Jerry Appell, Rock in the Classroom, Dummerston, VT 
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Beyond Wikis and Blogs: Improving Social Studies Instruction Through the Use of Cutting-Edge Technology 

Participants in this workshop will explore some of the newest ways that technology can be utilized to improve the teaching of social 

studies at the middle school and high school levels.  Voice threads and other approaches will be demonstrated, and methods to utilize 

technology to teach 21st century social studies skills will be discussed.   

Presenters:  David Peling & Eliot Waxman, Hall High School, West Hartford, CT 

 

 

 

 

Exploring the American Revolution through Historical Fiction 

Explore the American Revolution through biographical fiction.  Accurate events unfold through living, breathing characters whose acts 

of courage, indifference, or cowardice laid the foundation we share today.  In presenting the personalities, struggles, and joys of those 

from our past, we emotionally relate to them.  Through their stories history takes on a life of its own, offering courage, inspiration, 

patriotism, and an understanding of the great sacrifice and selflessness needed to fulfill a worthy goal.   

Presenter:  Jane Uhlar, American Revolution Books, Eastham, MA 

 

The Power of the Press 

This session presents a model for utilizing historical primary sources to build 21st century learning and skills with a focus on media and 

information literacy, critical thinking and analysis, and communication.  The session uses American journalism’s coverage of the 

sweeping political and national events of one critical month of the Civil War (July 1863) to examine factional differences and 

perspectives of the period and to explore how journalists produced differing accounts of events.   

Presenter:  Gail White, Historic New England, Woodstock, CT 

 

Civil War 150th: Teaching the North’s Role in Slavery, Emancipation, and Abolition 

History teachers can make sure that children don’t grow up with outdated myths about slavery and the Civil War.  Understanding the 

North’s role in slavery and abolition is central to debunking these myths.  Learning about slavery is a key moment for students of all 

backgrounds, as it can shape perceptions about race, privilege, and prejudice.  How can slavery, emancipation, and abolition be taught 

in a way that will further positive development, productive race-relations and key civic skills?  This session will reveal myth-busting 

historical facts about slavery and views of the Civil War in the North, and provide skills that will allow participants to teach slavery in a 

comprehensive and conscientious manner. 

Presenter:  Kristin Gallas, Director of Education and Public History, The Tracing Center on Histories and Legacies of Slavery 

 

The Whiskey Rebellion of 1794: Liberty vs. Order; Connecting Past, Present and Future 

A “whiskey rebellion” conjures up many images in one’s mind.  However, the Whiskey Rebellion in 1794 was not merely about whiskey; 

it challenged a newly-formed government with the will of the people.  Many connections can be made to the revolutionary era and to 

current day economics and governmental policy.   

Presenter:  Linda Forte, Worcester Arts Magnet, Worcester, MA Public Schools 

 

Disturbing the Political Landscape: the 200th Anniversary of Gerrymandering 

The Constitution requires a decennial census to ensure fair representation in Congress.  At various points in history this action has 

affected electoral outcomes in profound ways.  Our students are watching communities being redistricted before their eyes for the 2012 

elections.  As citizens, we want them to be actively engaged as participants in the political process, armed with knowledge of the 

origins and nuances of this complex system.  This hands-on case study can service as a model for use with students.   

Presenters:  Annie Davis, National Archives at Boston,  

Debra Black, Leventhal Map Center at the Boston Public Library 
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Using Fine Arts to Teach American History 

How would you like to link learning history with works of art in a truly interdisciplinary experience?  Learn how to use images from the 

National Endowment for the Humanities Picturing America program and works of American art from the Newark Museum of Art to help 

your students learn about our national story.  Acquire other primary source materials and teaching lessons on the Great Depression 

and the Brooklyn Bridge. 

Presenter:  Ed Dorgan, Lewis Mills High School, Regional District #10, Burlington, CT 

 

Westward Expansion: A New History 

By 1800, North America was home to diverse Native American, European, and African groups.  Over the course of the next century 

European groups came to dominate the continent.  During this transformation, the diverse populations both fought each other and 

worked to understand each other across a chasm of cultural differences.  This session explores these tensions through a role-play 

activity which uses readings, primary sources, and in-depth case studies to explore U.S. westward expansion from multiple 

perspectives. 

Presenter:  Mimi Stephens, Choices Program, Brown University 

 

The Trumbull War Office: A Case Study of Learning Through Play 

This session demonstrates the use of play and game theory in a museum education context.  To us, play = work and learning = 

entertainment.  We will demonstrate how simple and effective design can transform a traditional museum exhibit from hum drum to fun 

by applying principles of gaming and the importance of engaging the mind, body and spirit through play. 

Presenters:  Donna Baron, Lebanon Historical Society, Lebanon, CT;  

Jennifer Eifrig, CT Society of the Sons of the American Revolution, Middletown, CT 

 
South Africa After the War Crimes Tribunals 
This workshop will evaluate the success of the institutions that have emerged after the justice and truth commission and the war crimes 
tribunals in South Africa.   
Presenter: Richard Wilson 
 
All Roads Lead to Rome 
In a time when the relevancy of world language and history is being questioned, this session will clearly demonstrate the timelessness 

of language and history.  This session explores the many opportunities for social studies teachers and world language teachers to 

collaborate and produce exemplary lessons.  The underlying theme of this session is that history and language teachers can include 

21st century skills in their classrooms.  Examples of interdisciplinary lessons will be stressed.   

Presenters:  Gerald O’Connell & Sheila Houlihan, Newington High School, Newington, CT 

 

We Are All Connected 

As globalization crumbles walls of classrooms it is vital for students to be an integrated and active part of their world.  This hands-on 

workshop encompasses cultural awareness, global issues, and introspection. Using drums, dance, and language, participants learn 

about Senegal, West Africa, and the intricacies of diverse cultures found in our world. 

Presenters: Jean Butler, Tony Vacca, Adbou Sarr, Arts Are Essential, Inc., Acton, MA 

 

Teaching Social Studies: A Global Perspective 

This collaborative session takes an in-depth look at teaching social studies in the context of how it is being taught globally and how 

other countries are preparing their students to achieve specific skills and knowledge in the field. A closer look at instructional practices, 

methodology, critical thinking skills, teacher training programs, and policies are discussed as they relate to how schools are preparing 

students for the 21st century.  Experiences, current research, lesson plans, and other teaching resources are provided to participants 

from educators who participated in the Fulbright Teacher Exchange Program.  

Presenter:  Maryam Wardak, Hall High School, West Hartford, CT 
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Some Say That Concepts About the Holocaust Cannot Be Taught in the Primary Grades 

Are concepts which arise in a study of the Holocaust relevant to students in the primary grades?  The facilitators of this session believe 

that they are.  Concepts such as tolerance, respect, individual rights, and freedom can be taught in a developmentally-appropriate 

manner.  With a strong foundation laid, students are better prepared to resolve conflicts peacefully.  Using the KWL strategy, 

participants brainstorm, discuss, and design ways to integrate these concepts into their curriculum.  Resources and contacts will be 

provided.   

Presenters:  Leslie Perfect Ricklin, Eastern Connecticut State University, Willimantic, CT;  

Jeanne Morascini, Hochberg Holocaust and Human Rights Committee Chair, retired teacher, founder of Curriculum 

of Hope for a Peaceful World 

 

Judaism 

Participants will gain knowledge and materials to help their students understand Judaism.  An extensive resource packet will be 

distributed, which will contain teacher’s guides, lesson plans, and student handouts that target middle and high school needs. 

Presenter:  Ben Chaika, Institute for Curriculum Services, San Francisco, CA 

 

Diving In With Nautilus Live: A Real-Time Web Tool That Brings Ocean Exploration and Discovery into the Classroom 

This session introduces participants to NautilusLive.org, a web-based interactive program that allows educators and students to follow 

along with Dr. Robert Ballard as he explores the Black and Mediterranean Seas aboard the E/V Nautilus.  Viewers will see and 

participate in real-time scientific exploration and data collection by the team as they use underwater remotely-operated vehicles.  

Participants will also take part in a “hands-on” demonstration of activities suitable for their classrooms. 

Presenter:  Edward Argenta, Ocean Education Trust/Rockville High School, Vernon, CT 

 

Geography as a Core Content Subject 

This session will discuss the importance of having teachers, administrators, and other members of the educational community 

advocate for student mastery of 21st century skills through geography as a core content subject area. Moreover, the session will 

discuss how all the stakeholders can and should promote global and geographic literacy in an ever-increasing interdependent world.  

Presenters:  Ken Keller, Danbury High School and Connecticut Geographic Alliance;  

Tom Brodnitzki, Connecticut Geographic Alliance 

 

Global-Problem Solving: A Model Capstone Course 

Description forthcoming. 

Presenter: Jessica Blitzer, West Hartford Public Schools, West Hartford, CT 

More Than Just an “Add-On”: National History Day Teaches, Prepares, Inspires 
During this session participants will learn about National History Day and receive practical and helpful advice on how to participate! 
View student projects, speak to students about their experiences, and discover the proven benefits of the program.  Learn from an 
experienced National History Day teacher on the benefits and challenges of the program.  Session participants will receive 
informational packets, including suggested lesson plans and timelines. 
Presenters:    Rebecca Taber-Conover, Connecticut’s Old State House, Hartford, CT;  

   Jennifer Hunt, Sedgwick Middle School, West Hartford, CT 

 

The Critical Importance of High School Research Papers 

Will Fitzhugh, the presenter of this session is the long-time editor of the Concord Review, and has pushed tirelessly for students to 

continue to do in-depth research assignments at this high school level. This session will be a review of the state of academic expository 

writing in our high schools and the degree to which our students are not being prepared for nonfiction reading and academic writing 

tasks at the college level.  

Presenter:   Will Fitzhugh, The Concord Review, Sudbury, MA 
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Real Time Economics: Using the Internet to Make Economics Class More Interactive 

Teaching economics means engaging students in actively thinking about the fast-moving, dynamic and complex economy.  The 

Internet can be used to bring real time economic situations and debate into the classroom to enrich students’ learning experiences.  

This session describes how to use Internet resources such as blogs, interactive data sources, and online simulations and videos to 

make economics classes more student-centered and interactive as well as more up to date in covering changes in the economy.   

Presenter:  Richard Donnelly, Bedford High School, Bedford, MA 

 

Maps for All: A 21st Century Initiative 

This presentation describes a project designed to increase awareness of political geography in the general public and to create a public 

environment that reflects a nation aware of its global citizenship.  The presenter will report on the genesis of the project, describe 

current accomplishments working with schools, organizations, and individuals, and invite participant discussion about further 

development and expansion of the project. 

Presenter:  Louise Earle Loomis, Thinkwell Center LLC, Hartford, CT 

 

Using Technology to Reveal History: The Zoom-In Inquiry Model 

Participants in this session will learn how to spark historical curiosity among students at all levels.  This session demonstrates how to 

pair historical images with thought-provoking inquiry questions to help students understand the “bigger” picture.  The Zoom-in inquiry 

model provides an easy-replicated template for producing high quality history lessons while developing historical thinking skills.   

Presenter:  Joseph Jelen, ACES, North Haven, CT 

 

Empowering the Digital Classroom Curriculum 

Helping students traverse the digital divide while presenting engaging materials may be an overwhelming task.  In this session, 

participants will explore ways that Cengage Learning is partnering with schools to integrate resources directly into classroom 

curriculum while also reinforcing skills.  Participants will view demonstrations of how Cengage’s digital tools can help students 

assimilate information literacy skills, critical thinking and problem-solving into everyday research assignments.   

Presenter:  Joy Murray, Cengage Learning, Andover, MA 

 

Democratizing the DBQ: World and U.S. Mini-Qs in Grades 4-12 

The DBQ Project will examine ways to teach document-based questions in a way that is accessible to all skill levels.  Our new World 

History Mini-Qs, along with our U.S. program, will be highlighted.  Particular attention will be placed on the hook, the importance of pre-

teaching vocabulary and background knowledge, individual document analysis, and argumentative writing.  Discussion will focus on 

ways districts can use the DBQ as a tool to vertically align historical thinking and writing expectations. 

Presenter:  Mollie Hackett, The DBQ Project, Evanston, IL 

 

Help Your Students Become Certified Financially Literate! 

Come to this session to learn all that the Financial Literacy Certification Program has to offer. This session explores the importance of 

personal finance education and how high schools nationally are incorporating our program and culminating their instruction with the 

Financial Literacy Certification Test, offering students who pass the opportunity to become Certified Financially Literate.  Learn about 

the instructional support, assessment tools, professional development opportunities, and national recognition that program members 

receive. 

Presenter:  Andrea Campbell, Manager, Financial Literacy Certification Program, Working in Support of Education, New York, 

NY 

Innovative Approaches to Teaching Psychology 
Description forthcoming. 
Presenter: Carrie Grado and Terry Marsells, Hall High School, West Hartford, CT 
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Online Lessons: U.S. Immigration History Webquests and More! 

This session explores the bounty of webquests offered by TRITEC on PBU Builder 2.0.  Investigate inquiry-based, primary source 

lessons from our most recent TAH grant, Becoming America, which focuses on United States history and immigration K-12.  Learn 

about webquests as lesson formats, how-to’s of lesson design, and immigration and history resources while exploring teacher-created 

and classroom-tested lessons.  Additional exploration of other webquests, including those for other history and science lessons, will be 

offered.   

Presenter:  Cathleen Coyle Randall, TRITEC (Tri-City Technology Educational Cooperative), Everett Public Schools, Everett, MA 

 

Hands-on History at Old Sturbridge Village 

Make history meaningful using hands-on learning to teach about the past while making connections to the present. Participate in two 

thematic activities at Old Sturbridge Village to get a taste of what it was like to live in the early 1800s in rural New England. Use 

reproductions of artifacts to create a period object and make connections to state frameworks. Choose from processing wool, making 

remedies, hearth cooking, or farm activities. Spend the rest of the day exploring the village. 

Presenters: Members of the Old Sturbridge Village Education Staff, Sturbridge, MA 

 

The French in North America: The Colonial Experience to Today 

This session explores how the history of New France has shaped present-day North America.  The French colonial experience is the 

primary focus, with an emphasis on the history and geography of New France.  Personal experiences of explorers, fur traders, soldiers, 

women and Catholic missionaries are showcased, in addition to major events surrounding the French and Indian Wars, including the 

Conquest and the Acadian expulsion.  The session will conclude with an overview of francophone societies today. 

Presenters:  Betsy Arntzen, Canadian-American Center, University of Maine, Orono, ME;  

Amy Sotherden, Center for the Study of Canada/Institute on Quebec Studies, State University of New York College 

at Plattsburgh, Plattsburgh, NY 

 

Teaching History to Create Informed, Engaged Citizens: Labor Relations in the Gilded Age and Today 

This session will demonstrate a methodology for teaching American history that actively engages students in doing history, considering 

multiple perspectives and using primary source materials, critical thinking, problem solving and oral presentation skills.  We will look at 

labor relations a century ago and today in the context of court decisions and prevailing attitudes, do a short historical role-playing 

activity and watch a video of middle and high school students engaged in role-playing another historical conflict.   

Presenter: Arlene Gardner, New Jersey Center for Civic Education, Piscataway, NJ 

 

Popular Culture and the War of 1812 

Description forthcoming. 

Presenter: American Antiquarian Society 

 

The U.S. in Afghanistan through CHOICES 

More than ten years after 9/11, the U.S. remains in Afghanistan, battling an insurgency led by the Taliban.  The U.S.’s relationship with 

two key countries in the region, Pakistan and Afghanistan, are complicated by a history of mistrust and misgivings.  Participants use 

primary source documents, readings and new media resources to explore these issues and experience a role-play on the future of U.S. 

policy toward Afghanistan.  All participants receive The U.S. in Afghanistan Choices unit.   

Presenters:  Mimi Stephens, Choices Program, Brown University;  

Dorothy Verheyen-Cudjoe, Quabban Regional High School, Barre, MA 

THURSDAY CLINICS 
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7 Billion and Counting: Lessons for Our Planet’s Future 

The world population just reached a new milestone: seven billion people.  Engage in innovative human geography activities for grades 

6-12 to explore connections between human population growth, resource consumption, economic development and the changing face 

of our planet.  

Presenter:  Trudy Knowles, Westfield State University, Westfield, MA 

 

Social Studies Educators: Key Agents of Change for a Sustainable Future 

The beginning of the 21st century has brought an increased awareness of complex and interconnected social, economic, and 

environmental problems that are threatening the quality of human life for present and future generations.  This session provides an 

overview of the theory and principles of education for sustainable development (ESD) and explains why social studies educators are 

uniquely qualified to play a pivotal role in shaping a sustainable future.   

Presenters:  James Malley, Central Connecticut State University, New Britain, CT;  

William Upholt, University of Connecticut Health Center, Farmington, CT;  

Patricia Johnson, Common Ground High School, New Haven, CT 

 

Traveling Through the Pages II: Integrating Recently-Published Books for Youth to Support Social Studies 

In this interactive presentation, participants examine social studies concepts presented in exceptional children’s literature (including 

titles from the Notable Trade Books in Social Studies annual lists) that focus on significant events reflecting world culture.  In addition, 

participants will discuss strategies to integrate social studies and language arts to investigate the people, places and events from world 

cultures in terms of their grade-level curriculum.  Web-based resources will be shared.   

Presenter:  Leslie Perfect Ricklin, Eastern Connecticut State University, Willimantic, CT 

 

Infusing Literacy Practices in the Social Studies Classroom 

For the past few years, the Cooperative Middle School has struggled with the question of how to help a small cohort of students make 

Adequate Yearly Progress in reading.  Social studies should be the perfect venue for complementing literacy instruction, but often is 

not taught that way.  This session shows classroom instructors how to use existing resources such as the school librarian, the media 

center, and texts on literacy instruction to, in effect, become their own literacy coaches.   

Presenters: Caroline Collins Siecke and Deidre Whall, The Cooperative Middle School, Stratham, NH 

 

Building Community Connections: Social Studies Collaborations for the 21st Century 

This session will discuss how schools can successfully collaborate with community and historical organizations to create dynamic 

social studies projects that reflect the collections and missions of all involved and the skills of the 21st century learner.  Using examples 

of projects both current and past, the session will highlight the elements needed to make the projects come alive and create social 

studies connections across the curriculum for students, teachers, and the communities they live in. 

Presenters: Scott Strainge, Joshua Silveira, Eric Constantineau, Brian Deveney, Timberlane Regional High School, Plaistow, 

NH 
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Using Feature Films to Study the Electoral Process 

This workshop will analyze Hollywood movies made from the 1930s up to the present day to tell us what they reveal about the 

American political process.  All of the films discussed will be about American elections, and will be useful in augmenting student study 

of and preparation for the upcoming election cycle.  A discussion will take place on how accurately Hollywood films have portrayed 

American history and how much “bias” there is in Hollywood filmmaking about politics. 

Presenter:    Stephen Armstrong, West Hartford, CT Public Schools, Vice-President, National Council for the Social Studies 

 

Civics First! 

This session will present information regarding programs such as mock trial, debate, etc. which promote democratic principles, 

tolerance, and civic-mindedness.  Students develop critical thinking skills, including decision-making and planning, as they hone their 

reading and writing skills.   

Presenters:    Beth DeLuco, James Schmidt, Julie Jaquish, Civics First, Hartford, CT 

 

Shaker Architecture: A Model for Today 

This presentation illustrates a unique collaboration between museum educators at Hancock Shaker Village and the Pittsfield, MA public 

schools.  They have created curriculum for grades K-5 based on the innovative architecture and town planning of the Shakers, focusing 

on concepts like form and function, sustainable design and efficiency.  Through interdisciplinary lesson plans with connections to math, 

science, social studies and language arts, students learn to think critically about their own 21st century environment.  

Presenters:    Danielle Steinmann, Associate Director of Interpretation & Public Programs, Hancock Shaker Village, Pittsfield, MA;  

   Lynne Griffin, Stearns Elementary School, Pittsfield, MA 

 

Securing the Blessings of Liberty When Justice Delayed Is Justice Denied 

Justice Delayed Is Justice Denied.  This session will provide participants the opportunity to judge for themselves the merit and value of 

the incredibly controversial subject of Reconstruction (1865-1877).  Participants will discuss the perspectives of free blacks, Abraham 

Lincoln, Andrew Johnson, the Radical Republicans, and the Ku Klux Klan.  Our discussion of language, action, and legislation will allow 

for in-depth analysis of the successes and failures of the era.   

Presenter:  Angela Plant, Worchester, MA Public Schools 

 

Teaching the Civil War Through Inquiry 

This panel discussion shares the work of a critical friends group of teachers who implemented Civil War inquiry projects in their 

communities.  Teachers will discuss how they had students research local Civil War stories and then led students though the inquiry 

process.  Short video clips of students at work will be shown, along with samples of final projects, including local history featuring Civil 

War stories, a Civil War letters project, and a project where students researched Civil War soldiers whose gravestones they found in 

the local cemetery.  

Presenters:  Sarah Rooker,The Flow of History, Hartland, VT;  

Jennifer Boeri-Boyce, Hartford Memorial Middle School, Post Mills, VT;  

Connie Bresnahan, Putney Central School, Brattelboro, VT;  

Michael Eppolito, Flood Brook School, Londonderry, VT 

 

THURSDAY SESSIONS 
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Using Profiles and Perspectives to Develop Historical Thinking 

The essential question for students is:  “Was the Jay Treaty a turning point event that tarnished Washington’s legacy by dividing 

Americans?” Using a decision-making model supporting historical thinking though discussion and debate, students will analyze the 

arguments of John Adams, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, Noah Webster and President Washington through the perspectives 

of a New England banker and a southern plantation owner.  Presenters will discuss ways that historical thinking is developed through 

this activity. 

Presenters:  Hank Bitten, Teaching American History Grant, Indian Hills High School, Oakland, NJ;  

Mark Ferreri, Teaching American History Grant, Ridgewood High School, Ridgewood, NJ;  

Dr. Louis Moore, Teaching American History Grant, Ramapo High School, Franklin Lakes, NJ 

 

Farm to Factory: Hands-On History! 

Especially for Elementary and Middle School!  Participants explore the change from an agrarian society where goods were produced 

by hand to an industrial society where items were mass produced by wage laborers.  “Read” images, analyze primary sources and card 

and spin wool by hand.  Discover connections between Social Studies and English/Language Arts through the use of historical fiction 

about New England.  Tools for the classroom make history relevant in today’s world. 

Presenters:  Mary Beth Clark, Tsongas Industrial History Center and Lowell National Historical Park, Lowell, MA;  

Sheli Turocy, Tsongas Industrial History Center and The University of Massachusetts, Lowell, MA   

 

Before Plantation Stories & the Underground Railroad: Introducing Elementary Students to New England’s Early African 

American History 

During this session, participants will discuss why this topic is essential to a clearer understanding of American history and diversity’s 

role from the beginning of the nation.  Participants will also be presented with a brief background on the presence of enslaved Africans 

in parts of New England from the early 1600s onward, the growth of racism, Africans’ early struggles for freedom and for survival and 

community in slavery’s aftermath.  A discussion will follow on suggestions for opportunities, resources and projects to bring this topic to 

light within existing curricula.   

Presenter:  Patricia Q. Wall, author, Kittery Point, ME 

 

Contemporary Germany 

Hot off the press! Join the authors of the new curriculum materials from the Goethe Institut.  They will share lessons about teaching 

Germany to elementary, middle school, and high school students.  Information about the annual two week study tour to Germany will 

be shared. Participants will receive sample copies and materials from the Goethe Institut.   

Presenters:  Steve Goldberg, New Rochelle High School, New Rochelle, NY & past-president, National Council for the Social 

Studies;  

Kim O’Neil, Liverpool Elementary School, Liverpool, NY 

 

Making Connections for a Globally Sustainable Future 

What does my footprint have to do with biodiversity? Are population, consumption, and poverty linked?  In this session participants will 

connect the dots between contemporary global issues and explore ways to address these issues with sustainable solutions through an 

interdisciplinary curriculum that engages students in hands-on lessons that promote critical thinking. 

Presenter:  Rebecca Klein, Middle Pond School, Westborough, MA   

 

The Value of Travel: Understanding Time and Space in an Era of Cyberspace 

Travel is no longer a line item in American school budgets, either for students or for teachers.  This session will examine objects and 

ideas gleaned from a variety of personal travel experiences to show how societies not specifically cited within the Massachusetts 

Frameworks can enhance and deepen teachers’ and students’ understanding of world events and cultures.  Participants will be 

exposed to a new way of viewing one’s home community and selected spots around the globe in order to gain a broader understanding 

of both local and world history.  

Presenters:  John Baron & Sarah Swift, Burgess Elementary School, Sturbridge, MA 



 

CLINICS AND SESSIONS 

43rd N rtheast Regional Conference on the Social Studies 

Building Bridges to El Salvador 

Arlington, MA has breathed new life into its fourth grade North American geography curriculum by kicking off the school year with a 

bang: a six-week intensive study of El Salvador that culminates in a letter-writing exchange with a school - our sister city of Teosinte.  

The curriculum unit features the use of parent volunteers to take students on a virtual trip to Teosinte, and the study of El Salvador’s 

traditional culture, language, and people through an integrated literature program. 

Presenters:  Kerry Dunne, K-12 Social Studies Director, Arlington, MA Public Schools;  

Anita-Cristina Calcaterra, Fourth Grade Teacher, Arlington Public Schools; 

Elizabeth Dray, Parent Volunteer 

 

Using Global Themes and Student Research to Circumnavigate the World 

Explore a seventh grade geography program that uses global conflict as a vehicle to study the Five Themes of Geography.  Special 

emphasis is given to how the location and physical geography of a region impact its cultural development.  Work through the 

expectations for student participation research and assessment during one leg of the journey, and explore how Glogster posters can be 

a powerful presentation tool.   

Presenter:  David B. Smith, Pine Point School, Stonington, CT 

 

The World Affairs Council of Connecticut: Developing Global Competencies in Our Schools 

This session describes the work that the World Affairs Council can do in Connecticut’s schools.  Learn about the global resources, links, 

and experiences that can be provided for Connecticut’s classrooms and schools: the model UN program, educational resources, a 

speaker’s forum, curriculum writing consultants and a network of partners in international education.   

Presenter:  Eve Pech, World Affairs Council of Connecticut, Hartford, CT 

 

Windows Into Civilizations, Empires, and Peoples: Postage Stamps in our Classroom 

People have collected postage stamps for generations.  This session presents a variety of teaching strategies for using postage 

stamps in the classroom.  Stamps can be utilized to trace the independence of Asian and African nations, as well as to discover the 

impact of empires.  The session also explores techniques that students can use to examine stamps as windows into what nations value 

and what they see as central to their culture, politics, and economic systems.  Postage stamps enhance the study of geography, history 

and government: introduce your students to the world of stamps. 

Presenter:  Bob Jones, Applewild School, Fitchburg MA 

  

Media Literacy and Social Studies: Assuring Critical Thinking through the Deconstruction of Defining Moments in News 

Events 

This session explores the important relationship between media literacy and social studies and the use of critical thinking skills through 

the deconstruction of defining moments in current and historical news events. 

Presenters:  Thomas Goodkind, University of Connecticut NEAG School of Education; 

Elizabeth Rowell, Department of Elementary Education, Rhode Island College 

 

Five Must-Use Web Resources for More Rigor and Fun in the Classroom 

This session models five easy-to-use web resources that engage students’ imagination, promote connection to real-world issues, 

heighten discussion, and make people smile. 

Presenter:  Wendy Youngblood, Shepaug Valley High School, Washington, CT 
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Connecting Economics to Literacy in Inclusive Settings 

Focused on the elementary and middle grades, the integration of economics and literacy is achieved through the use of literary works 

connected to the basic concepts of economics.  Skill-building in both disciplines will address the learning needs of special-education 

students in a general education classroom.  The use of a power point presentation, varied books, material development, and lesson 

plans will engage the participants in the application of universal design. 

Presenters:  Dr. Cynthia Kruger, University of Massachusetts/Dartmouth,  

Margo Moore, Roosevelt Middle School, New Bedford, MA 

 

Virtually Crossing Cultures in the Classroom: GNG’s “Exchange 2.0” Programs 

In this session, middle and high school educators will learn about Global Nomads Group’s innovative work with 21st century skills and 

the common core standards via “Exchange 2.0” programs: technology-enabled, international, cross-cultural educational exchange 

programs. Participants will hear about how GNG programs have enhanced student learning, cultural diversity, and mutual 

understanding and empathy through deeper connections to pressing global issues.  In addition, educators will see samples of 

interactive videoconference programs and webcasts with students and teachers worldwide.  

Presenter:  Tonya Muro Philips, Global Nomads Group, New York, NY 

 

Evolution of 21st Century Learning 

Many factors are shaping the evolution of education.  Technology is often the catalyst that is powering curriculum materials for 

educators and students in this age of evolution.  Learn how you can access digital materials to engage, educate and empower your 

students.  Take a peek at resources that support seamless integration into learning management systems and the use of technology to 

create high-achieving, blended learning environments to meet the challenges of 21st century classrooms. 

Presenter:  Joy Murray, Cengage Learning, Andover, MA 

 

Social Studies Instruction Through Interactive Classroom Technology 

In today’s classroom success for all students, regardless of their learning styles, is enhanced through technology.  Stratalogica is a 

revolutionary interactive web-based resource delivering curriculum-based social students content for K-12.  Teachers present 

Stratalogica on interactive white boards or with an LCD, as students create interpretations of geographic relations through 

individualized presentations and collaborative projects.   

Presenters:  Maurice Campeau, Kimberly Dwinell, Francis Schluckebier, Herff Jones Educational, Indianapolis, IN 

 

Building 21st Century Skills through Online Global Primary Sources 

In this interactive session, participants explore innovative ways to use global primary sources to promote the mastery of specific 21st 

century skills in K-12 classrooms.  Participants engage in activities and use a variety of traditional and non-traditional primary sources 

from areas such as China, Afghanistan, and Mali.  Educators are presented with new ideas for including the investigation of primary 

sources into their existing curriculum to foster deeper understanding of our interconnected world.   

Presenters:  Liz Howald & Susan Zeiger, Primary Source, Watertown, MA 

 

Black Tie Meets Blue Jeans: Formal/Informal Educator Collaboration in Curriculum Design 

The possibilities are limitless when classroom teachers and museum educators join forces to develop engaging and uniquely relevant 

curricula!  This session introduces a successful model of teacher professional development in which teachers work closely with 

museum educators to: 1) retrofit their chosen or state-mandated curricula into local, event-based content and 2) build the lessons 

around lendable or viewable objects and specimens that support an experience-based education and greatly enrich the student 

learning environment. 

Presenters:  David Heiser & Maxwell Amoh, Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History, New Haven, CT 
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Using Wikis to Enhance and Extend Learning in the Social Studies 

This session demonstrates the effectiveness of wikis for learning, both in the classroom and beyond.  Wikis are an interactive tool for 

engaging students and communicating and sharing resources with students and families.  Additionally, wikis provide teachers with a 

vehicle for differentiating the curriculum in a relevant way, such as offering extension projects.  The presenters will model several wiki-

based activities; discussion of other web-based technologies will also take place. 

Presenters:  Yesenia Hernandez & Sara Slogesky, East Hartford High School, East Hartford, CT 

 

Social Studies Professional Development in the 21st Century 

This workshop introduces participants to social media resources that support on-going professional development in PK-12 classrooms.  

Participants learn to incorporate “Hashtags” such as #sschat into their daily curriculum and instruction.  Through an exchange of ideas 

and Web 2.0 tools, participants learn how to use Twitter and other applications to involve themselves in educational dialogue with 

fellow social studies teachers across the nation and around the world. 

Presenters:  Marialice B.F.X.Curran, Meg Monaghan, Barbara Hartigan, Saint Joseph College, West Hartford, CT 

 

Using Global Literature in the Secondary Classroom 

Incorporating global literature into secondary classrooms expands students' worldviews and develops awareness about what it means 

to be a global citizen.  This workshop explores librarian-selected books that connect to secondary curricula and engage students in 

topics such as human rights, the environment, and migration of peoples. 

Presenter - Jennifer Hanson, Primary Source, Watertown MA 

 

 


